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Engaging communities in and through the arts can bring communities together, bridge diverse groups
and strengthen social networks. The arts encourage people to be open to the experiences of others,
inspire them to consider their circumstances through a creative lens and to relate fo their everyday
environment in a new way.

Introduction

According to the 2019 Population Survey on the Arts, Singaporeans are increasingly appreciative of
the holistic benefits of the arts, particularly in creating a greater sense of belonging and identity
(82%), as a source of pride (80%) and in improving the quality of life (78%).
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Meaningful community arts engagement requires carefully structured creative processes for
Q= paricipants, and ground-up support from members of the community - be they volunteers, ~O
business owners, social service agencies, space owners, or families. Consider the 4Ps.

. Programmes
EER

Customise arts programmes
with inputs from the
communify fo ensure
relevance and encourage
community decision-making.

Develop community

relations to bridge creative
collaborations and expand
support networks.

Embed the arts where
people live, work and
play to activate

communal spaces and
community places of
interest.
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Community Arts Pracfice

Defined by the people Based on the belief that cultural meaning, Community arts engagement can lead to
within it - where they are, expression and crealivity reside within a positive social outcomes such as:

what they do, what they are communily. It involves artists and community - A stronger sense of identity

interested in, or how they members in a collaborative creative process, - Livelier spaces

identify themselves. resulting in a collective experience and public - Connections between people from

| expression in and through the arts. | diverse social groups and networks



.. Creative Connections

The aris can inspire and empower the community to take on different roles and responsibilities. Explore
varying levels of community engagement to defermine what works best; consider how arts activities may forge
social connections and cultivate a strong sense of belonging, identity, and pride in the community.

( Community as...
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Qa\o(s Shaping and
co - (x influencing the project
. with the artisi(s)
Q

Source of ideas for
an artistic endeavour,
without their direct
and creative inputs

Hands-on
learning,
volunteering or
participation in
artmaking
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he Journey -

Co-creation is an iterative process. Engage the community from start to end of the journey; make it easy for them fo learn
about the project, contribute their ideas and offer support. Reqular inferactions are key to building familiarity and relationships.

o Get o know the community -
Sco P in 9 who they are, how they define
themselves; ask for permission @ Before
@ During
@ After

Self -reflect

Be open and honest and learn
from the experience; seek
feedback from those involved

Iterative

Planning @s

assets and opportunities,
anficipafe challenges,
connect with partners

Celebrate the achievements and
C l OSU re relationships; allow adequate

time fo conclude the project

H Create opportunities to bring the
E n 9a9 in 9 community together; facilitate

participation and contribution of ideas



The complex nature of community relations requires

constant communication, adjustment, and learning as
one collaborates with multiple stakeholders.
Community engagement also requires one
%% to embrace mess, paradoxes, and A —
g ’~ ‘

uncerfainty as part and
\ A I - Apply principles of trust, empathy

arcel of the process.
P f P and respect towards various

i takeholders in the project
Meamngful < stakeholders in the projec

+ Help the community

Co?n?nuni'(‘a AV e
processes involve
d seek thei
*—Engagement - A
‘& N\ \ 2 . parficipate

- Beopen fo creative
possibilities and

- Ensure a conducive environment for scaffold the process to G
sharing and exchange, especially when inspire the community
vulnerable groups are involved fo make arfistic
- Develop the necessary capabilities to choices by + Focus on building the community
navigate and manage differences in - Have confidence in £ throughout the process
perspectives, abilities and identities the community’s \ . Partner the communily in developing

reative potential
S a shared purpose and discuss clear

expectations of the project

+ Determine the

measurements and - Ask questions and listen actively
survey questions at start to the community
of the project - Anticipate physical, social

or cultural barriers when
crealing shared experiences
for everyone

- Consider artistic, social,
and other outcomes
(e.g. well-being,
place-making) that
impact the community
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For queries, please email artsforall@nac.gov.sg



