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Getting to know |
the community

ut the community project

anted Town of Memories & Dreams

We all have memorable experiences and memories tied to familiar
spaces and people. Have you wondered how each of us in the
community would imagine the future? In this project, the Taman Jurong
community undertook a process of reminiscence, reflection, and
review to imagine and create their version of utopia.

The artist led the Taman Jurong community to first capture then
recreate their town with simple photography and mixed media
techniques. The community was led on a photography tour around
Taman Jurong capturing the surrounding nature, architecture and
landscapes which were eventually converted into 3D artworks.
Through collage, image transfer and decoupage, the participants cut,
pasted and recreated their photographs to form imaginative,
whimsical 3D pieces of art. The artist also guided the participants to
explore mixed media techniques and surface treatment for adding
depth and texture to their artworks. These pieces formed a
collaborative installation which reflected the imagination, aspirations
and creativity of the Taman Jurong community.
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This booklet includes the project concept, the engagement process among the
artist and participants, the showcase as well as the artist’s and participants’
reflections and responses. You can keep for memory's sake or share it with your
family and friends.
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The artist engaged the community through
casual interviews and chit-chat sessions to

find out more about their conceptions of
ideal living spaces. They discussed their
memories and also reimagined familiar
spaces and environments. The artist also
collected objects such as handicraft,
hand-made objects from the residents,
which were then repurposed into
elements in the artworks.
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‘tograghy tour &

journey with artist

While getting to know the community in fun & meaningful ways, dates
for the engagement were being firmed up with the different partners.
The artist spent the whole of Novemeber till mid-December conducting
the engagement sessions with the participants. It involved the
photography tour as well as the artistic process of creating their
artwork for the main art installation.

Parent and children planning their artistic direction
for their final piece



‘tography tour &

artistic journey with artist

Engagement with
Participants from
Tasek Jurong Ltd

Engagement with
Participants from
SilverACE (Taman
Jurong)

Seniors from NTUC SilverACE
engaged in the artistic process

Engagement with Resdans bty cting
Participants from # siTh
Taman Jurong Zone

F Resident

Committee (RC)

Mother and child
collaboration to complete an
art piece

Participants’ :
Artworks




‘ Final Showcase

Finally, at the showcase, all the participants’ contributions were
assembled together for the installation by artist Joanne. The
installation depicts their imagination, their memories as well as their
hopes and dreams of Taman Jurong. Joanne gathered all the
interesting personal stories from the community that she had spent
time with.




ing time to

ponder...

e thoughts & reflections by artist & participants

The Community Arts residency ended with a blast together with a successful
showcase. Many of the participants have so much to share, so many stories were
told. Some of them were so enthusiastic sharing their hopes and dreams for their
future in Taman Jurong too. Let us read and enjoy some of their reflections.

Hopes &
Dreams of

Taman Jurong
|’

( “I lived here for more than 20 years. | heard

taking drugs and do all the bad things. Now
it'’s a totally new place. But I still hope it will
become even better with the community more
connected.”

t Participant from Tasek Jurong Ltd, Overcomer

| hope we will have an airport in the west.
I think having it in Taman Jurong will be great!

[ S—

Jurong with my child.  think it is
really wonderful for us to know
~ the past so we can enjoy the

what we hope to have in the

“Today I shared the past of Tama

h
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present. We even discussed about

future while making this art piece”

“This is the first time I hear so many
real life experiences of living in Taman
Jurong. Although we are friends and
neighbors for a few years, this is the
first time | see my friend writing so
much about the past. Now | know my
friend can write so well in Chinese”
QSenior from Thye Hua Kwan
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“My legs are actually very weak
and | can’t walk much. But this is the
first time | walk around my
neighborhood and see so many
flowers that are so beautiful. |
walked past here daily but | have
never paid attention to them.”

- Senior from SilverACE 4
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“Although ! lived in Taman Jurong, this
is the first time | know so much more
about its past. | only heard that Taman
Jurong was an industrial area with a lot
of factories. I did not know that there
were a lot of gangs and undesirable
activities.”

- Senior from Thye Hua Kwan

many stories about how gangs will fight, people 1

7

- Participant from Taman Jurong
Zone F RC

We need to have bullet train above the

TR ground so we can admire the scenery like the
= ] beautiful lake in Taman Jurong .
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It is my pleasure to make friends with the people in
Taman Jurong. | have planned and adopted different
methods to introduce more complex processes to the
community. Some of the participants found the art
processes challenging at first, but with some
encouragement from their peers and myself, managed
it successfully. It was heartening to see how the
participants helped one another, leaving no one
behind. It was especially touching when | heard many
interesting stories and shared memories of the past.
The most heartening part was for me to witness how
the different participants spontaneously engaged
each other with their own personal stories. It was
really enjoyable exchanging perspectives with the
local community in Taman Jurong to make relation to
their cultural and personal experiences of the space
while balancing the progress of the artistic processes
and outcome. During this residency, | felt so
challenged trying to engage participants from
uncertain group. But this was made possible with the
support from the staff of Taman Jurong CC. In this
new exploration, | have gained to be more
adaptable, sensitive and understanding towards the
diverse groups of participants.

Artist’s
Reflection




