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ANNEX B: BIOGRAPHIES OF 2018 ADJUDICATORS

Adjudicators — Preliminary & Final Rounds #1355 RIETE

Ng Seng Hong (Singapore) is the Music Director and Conductor of the PA
Youth Chinese Orchestra (PAYCO). He attained the Licentiate Diploma of
the London College of Music (LLCM) in Conducting, Master of Fine Arts in
2014 and was recently awarded the Doctor of Philosophy in Buddhism in
2017 by Dharma Buddhist University. He is an accomplished erhu musician
who had performed with many world renowned Chinese Orchestras and
has also won several accolades at international Chinese music
competitions. He is currently serving as external assessor with the National
Arts Council and is conductor of many school orchestras.

In 1987, Ng Seng Hong became the first foreign winner of China Jiang-Nan Sizhu Competition held in
Shanghai. He also attained the Erhu Category Outstanding Award and the Special Award at the first
Beijing ART Cup China International Music Competition in 1989. In 1992, he was awarded the
Singapore Youth Award.

Ng Seng Hong was a Young Artist Award (1993) recipient conferred by the National Arts Council and
was awarded a scholarship to study erhu in Shanghai, China, where he performed with the Shanghai
Chinese Orchestra at the 16th Shanghai Spring Inernational Festival. His biography and achievements
are recorded in the Chinese Ethnic Music Best Selections, published by China Zhong Hua Publications
in 2004. Ng Seng Hong has been actively involved in the development and promotion of fusion between
traditional and modern music. He has also led PAYCO to numerous performances overseas including
Malaysia and India.
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Dedric Wong De Li (Singapore) is the General Manager, Assistant
Conductor of the Ding Yi Music Company; Conductor of the Asian
Cultural Symphony Orchestra and recipient of the 2014 National Arts
Council Arts Scholarship. In 2016, he was featured by the Straits Times
Scholars' Choice.

He obtained his Masters in Orchestral Conducting at the China
Conservatory of Music, under the tutelage of Professor Yang You Qing,
with the guidance of Maestro Tsung Yeh.

He graduated from The Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts (NAFA) in 2007,
Diploma in Music, majoring in Suona Performance. After his Graduation, He received guidance in
conducting from Singapore renowned Chinese music educator, Singapore Cultural Medallion recipient
Dr Tay Teow Kiat.

In 2006, Dedric clinched the first prize in the National Chinese Music Competition Suona Open Category.

In 2015, he was selected to participate in the Singapore Chinese Orchestra conducting workshop
conducted by Maestro Tsung Yeh. In 2016-2017, he was also appointed as conducting fellow with the
Singapore Chinese Orchestra.

In 2016, Dedric guest conducted and staged his conducting recital with the China Conservatory of Music
Middle School Youth Chinese Orchestra.

In recent years, he has been actively performing and representing Singapore in numerous international
arts festival. He has performed in countries such as China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, London, Wales,
Australia, Philippines, Malaysia, Indonesia and Cambodia.

With his keen interest in traditional Chinese music, he received The Singapore Hokkien Huay Kuan Arts
and Cultural Bursary in year 2004 and 2006.
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Yeo Siew Wee (Singapore) is an established suona musician and the
secretary-general of the Singapore Chinese Music Federation. He is also
the honorary director of the China Nationalities Orchestra Society,
assessor of the London College of Music (Chinese Music Performing),
panelist of the Singapore Chinese Orchestra Artistic Resource Panel,
National Arts Council Arts Resource Panel and National Chinese Music
Competition Committee, honorary advisor at NUS Chinese Instrumental
Examinations and artistic consultant at Ding Yi Music Company.

As a pioneer of the local Chinese music scene, Yeo Siew Wee has been
participating actively in various Chinese orchestra activities in the region
and beyond as musician, conductor and composer. In 1972, as the
principal player of the Singapore Youth Chinese Orchestra, represented Singapore and won the Second
Place in the International Traditional

Instrumental Music Competition held in UK. In 1977, he joined the Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra and
became the first batch of professional suona musicians. And in 1989, he was invited to assist in the
establishment of the Professional Cultural Center Orchestra (PCCO) in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia and
was appointed as its permanent conductor. In 1984, Yeo Siew Wee was invited by the Ministry of
Culture to compose two Chinese Dance pieces, Flower Lamp Girl and Spring Festival for the Singapore
Arts Festival, where he also conducted the Broadcasting Chinese Orchestra, (now known as City
Chinese Orchestra). He was also the conductor for other concerts in Singapore and Malaysia and has
been invited as honorary jury for many foreign and local competitions.

Yeo Siew Wee has also been actively involved in various community service activities in Singapore. In
2002, he was conferred the Public Service Medal (PBM) by the President during the National Day
Celebrations. In appreciation of the special contributions of its volunteers, Yeo Siew Wee was awarded
the Special Recognition Award (SRA) in 2010 by the Ministry of Communication and Information (MICA).
This award was created to accord Ministerial recognition to deserving volunteers who have made
significant contributions to the work of MICA and its statutory boards for at least 10 years or more.
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MHEHERITIMRE BN ERFMERTR, WEEFINEERESNBR. tERPERKEZSR
FRREHEE, CHERER (RFR) iTH. fIIRERAZAEIRRR. ERZAEELZAK
BHHMEEERRZERSNR. FINKEAFERSE RN ZEZ A,

BE 70 X2, A HEFRELRFEHEI. 1972 F, BHEHEEAMINESFERANTIERTE,
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BiE—HR. 39N, HBEHFAZRFEAMFMIRIUERE, 1984 FRFTIKSUCIEIS AFINKZ AT
IEEMESREE A TR M F1 s BERE (RIMRERE) BB EENERES
EZMEREERINTE,

W HEERRS INFT IR S XARSSEs0. 2002 SEEER HRE_ ESERFTINRE SRR PBM 23R
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Chek Yui Hong (Singapore), alumna and pioneer teacher of the Higher Music
and A-Level Music Programmes at the Nanyang Girls’ High School, was also
the music director of the school Chinese orchestra from 2000 to 2017. Since
a young age Yui Hong has displayed exceptional musical talent, and is one
of few Singaporean music conductor-educators trained in Chinese traditional
and western classical music. Before discovering a flair for conducting at the
University of Birmingham (UK), Yui Hong studied the guzheng, piano and
harp. Upon graduation she served out the bond to her Public Service
Commission scholarship at the Nanyang Girls’ High School, where she has
headed in the areas of the Aesthetics, Performing Arts, and Gifted Education.

Yui Hong is known for her inspiring leadership, engaging teaching and rehearsal techniques, and impact
on student character development through musical practices. Over the years, she has received
numerous accolades such as the Exemplary Nominee for the Association for Supervision and
Curriculum Development (ASCD) Outstanding Young Educator Award (USA), and awards at national
and international music festivals and competitions. She currently serves at the Ministry of Education,
focusing on arts education policy and music curriculum development in Singapore schools.
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B 55, BIEZRFE—EBERERSRRIKRTENEN, FRFILE. BE NERZHEERER
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EMRREEMAFEEIEE, BUSINEMEE,

B 1999 g, BB ERTERmEEFLS, BEEEEPE(E (2010) . FEERREBE(E (2014) FFE
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Ling Hock Siang (Singapore), recipient of the 2004 Young Artist Award and
Singapore Youth Award (Culture and Arts Team Category, The Hugin
Quartet). A talented erhu performer, he is the first Singaporean to achieve
a Masters degree in erhu performance from the Shanghai Conservatory of
Music. His graduation recital held in Shanghai with guest performances by
the Hugin Quartet in September 2005 was a huge success.

Ling Hock Siang joined the Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO) in 1997
and is currently the Erhu Associate Principal. In July 1999, the SCO
organized a concert entitled “Melodies with a Difference” — Recital by Ling
Hock Siang and Quek Ling Kiong. In November 2005, staged a solo recital titled Hock Siang & Friends.
In November 2007, staged an erhu and guan recital by Ling Hock Siang and Han Lei titled Oriental Folk
Music at the Esplanade Recital Studio.

|

Ling Hock Siang is also a member of the Hugin Quartet. He has performed with the group and the SCO
in Beijing, Shanghai, Xiamen, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Budapest, London, Gateshead, France, Australia,
New Zealand, Mexico, United States, Japan, Korea and Malaysia. He is also currently artistic instructor
of the City Chinese Orchestra, erhu instructor of the Singapore National Youth Chinese Orchestra,
adjunct instrumental teacher (Erhu performance) of the School of the Arts, Singapore and founding
council member of the Singapore Chinese Music Federation.
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Chen Chun Yuan (China) is currently a professor at the Shanghai
Conservatory of Music and the assistant head of department of the
Department of Chinese Traditional Music. She is also vice president of the
Chinese Musicians’ Association Erhu Society and the Shanghai Musicians’
Association Erhu Professional Committee.

Chen Chun Yuan is also the first person to obtain her Master of Chinese
Traditional Music in Shanghai. Admitted to the Music Middle School Affiliated
to the Shanghai Conservatory of Music in 1983, she studied erhu under
renowned erhu educator Professor Wang Yong De. In 1986, she was
exempted from examination and granted direct entry to the Affiliated High
School of the Shanghai Conservatory of Music. In 1992, she did her Bachelors in the Department of
Chinese Traditional Music at the Shanghai Conservatory of Music.

She also took part in the 1991 Shanghai Spring International Music Festival Erhu Invitation Competition,
in which she won second prize. She has toured and held numerous solo recitals in Shanghai, Taiwan,
Japan, UK, France, Germany and Italy to much acclaim.

As an educator, Chen Chun Yuan is strict, yet meeting and customizing to her every students’ needs.
Many of her students have won awards in various competitions worldwide. A highly skilled erhu
performer, her performing style is simple yet elegant and has her roots in the traditional art form of the
erhu.
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HEZXEIRTHPERE_AZSANMIERS, ik, KSEHERKHIBEN.

M HBIRRSINFTINRS L XIRSSESN. 2002 FFEE K HKE ESERFTINKSFRMAR PBM AHAR
FRE, 2010 F, FIPKFEERRZASEBFHML T SRAR, ARMSERLEFEERRS
ABREZEZREEMFHFRIL EEATBHERE.

90 Goodman Road, Blk A #01-01 Goodman Arts Centre, Singapore 439053 Tel: (65) 6346 9400 Fax. (65) 6346 0345 www.nac.gov.sg

16


http://www.nac.gov.sg/

-
e N
N
— e
—
p=— S
T
e .
s —m—

NATIONAL ARTS COUNCIL gL REA

SINGAPORE

Du Ru Song (China) is a professor at the Zhejiang Conservatory of Music.
He is also vice chairman of the Chinese Musicians’ Association’s Dizi Society,
vice chairman of the Zhejiang Musicians’ Association and member of the
Zhejiang Provincial Department of Culture.

An active musician, Du Ru Song has performed numerous dizi recitals in
countries like Hong Kong, Taiwan and Japan. He has received various
accolades internationally, including an International Outstanding Artist Award
from the University of California, Berkeley. Over the past decade, Du Ru
Song has also been actively involved in the promotion of Buddhist music and
culture and has organized various concerts in China and Taiwan. He has also
composed numerous works for the dizi and published educational materials for the dizi.

In 2017 June, Du Ru Song successfully applied for a grant for the setting up of a Chinese Chamber
Ensemble under the Zhejiang Conservatory of Music from the Zhejiang Provincial Department of
Culture. The dizi work Elegant Sounds of the Fisherman's Flute he composed was also considered for
a grant under the China National Arts Fund.
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HIMBINTERERERRIR. MTESIN. FEERRMRTEEREISK. HIEa8RxKiE
BIERE. IEXUTIAZRSMR.

BERHRTEEEL, FEES. 65, BF. XEFEIEFREERs. REATEERER
HAYSTER, 2012 FEREMMAEAMIAR T BB EARRE . E+FERETTHHEIUZARE
LHET MR, S5 T7TaREFRERCIRIASEN, FRUSESKRFEHHERS, ShA—XICSE
REMTPEBHEREE.

EZCWFRIERE (RAEA) . (EHR) . (ROW) . (Bt R (%) F. REHRE
BA (HEREAzKE) . (EEEE) . (aEEW) F. (FFREzZKE) REFRAEEES
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Renowned guzheng virtuso and composer Qi Yao is associate professor and
head of department at the Shanghai Conservatory of Music’s Plucked
Strings Department. She is also Assistant Secretary General of the Chinese
Musicians’ Association and China Nationalities Orchestra Society Guzheng
Professional Committee; committee member of the Shanghai Musicians’
Association; executive member of the Chinese Woman Composers’
Association and Artistic Director of the Shanghai Conservatory of Music’s
Guzheng Orchestra.

Qi Yao graduated from the Affiliated Secondary School of the Nanjing
University of the Arts. She obtained her Masters in Music Composition from
the Shanghai Conservatory of Music in 2009. Notable awards she has won in competitions includes
2nd place in the 1995 Dongfang Cup Guzheng Youth Category; 2nd place in the 2003 and 2006 Liu
Tian Hua Chinese Chamber Music Composition Cup; 2005 Golden Bell Awards and Outstanding
Composition in the 2010 China Music Composition Competition. The Guzheng Orchestras under her
leadership have also gone on to win several awards in competitions.

She has also taken part in important Music Festivals like the Shanghai Spring International Music
Festival; Aspekte Festival, Beijing Modern Music Festival and more. She has also worked with
renowned orchestras worldwide to well acclaims like the Shanghai Chinese Orchestra, Hong Kong
Chinese Orchestra and Metropolitan Opera House Orchestra.

As a composer, Qi Yao’s music compositions vary over a range of genres including that for the Guzheng,
Chinese Chamber, Gugin and more. They include Hua Lan Yao ({£6i5i%), Yong Shu (x3) , Pipa

Concerto Tian Ge (3KX) and more. She has also taken part in film music composition and released an
album of her works in 2014 titled Tian Chang (KIB).
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Qu Chun Quan (Singapore / Taiwan) is a renowned conductor and
composer who has worked with some of the best Chinese orchestras in
Asia including the Shanghai Chinese Orchestra, Singapore Chinese
Orchestra, Taipei Chinese Orchestra and the National Chinese Orchestra
Taiwan. He is particularly adept and commissioning and premiering works
which are rich in local characteristics. They include: The Great Wall
Capriccio, Dabo River Caprice, Hua Mulan and more. In recent years, he
has also premiered works written by numerous Taiwanese composers,
adding much colour and vibrancy to the Chinese orchestral scene in
Taiwan.

Qu Chun Quan was born in a family of musicians and was inspired by his
father Qu Dong Sen. He studied conducting under Huang Yi Jun and Huang Xiao Tong at the Shanghai
Conservatory of Music.

Qu Chun Quan has also won numerous awards locally and abroad and has toured extensively with
numerous orchestras worldwide. His profile is included in many publications worldwide which includes,
The International, who is who of Intellectuals and The Record of Current China Arts Celebrities,
Dictionary of Modern China Musicians, Dictionary of China Musicians and more.

A prolific composer himself, he has also composed numerous works which are played by orchestras
worldwide. They include, Moon on High, Reverie at the Statue of Sir Stamford Raffles and more.
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Tang Liang Xing (USA) is a Professor at the Tainan National University of
the Arts, artistic consultant of the Taipei Chinese Orchestra, China Central
Chinese Orchestra. He is also Professor at the Music School of Shanghai
University.

Born in Shanghai, China, Tang Liang Xing started learning the erhu at the
age of 7 and the pipa at age 13. He later joined the Shanghai Chinese
Orchestra and Shanghai Symphony Orchestras as a musician and was
featured as a soloist. He also toured with the China Central Chinese
Orchestra, Shanghai Symphony Orchestras to numerous countries and is
known as one of the world’s most outstanding plucked strings musician.

In 1986, Tang Liang Xing resettled in the United States. He held numerous pipa recitals which were
well received by many. He also took part in the production of M. Butterfly at Broadway Theatre as a
soloist which was well received in the United States. In 1993, he was also accorded as the National
Heritage Fellow by the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA).

Tang Liang Xing is also an avid educator of the arts, nurturing the young. Since 2017, he has organised
several recitals and talks at various places including the Central Conservatory of Music, China
Conservatory of Music, Shanghai Conservatory of Music, Zhejiang Conservatory of Music and more.
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RiEREZAME, EEXFERFBFRHIE.

PERETHELES, tFITH. +=5I8E, BRLEREFEAS LERMRENRER, ShE
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1986 Fithk#tE. KR, TEFEDTHTHESHEERR, IHERFRBSFT. ES2NTHE
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K £, mHEFHEESERE.
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BHEFFROTWATL.
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